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ABSTRACT 
 
 The results of the study have been represented in the decrease of the volume of trade exchange between 
Egypt and Sudan in the most important items referred to as the study declares that the volume of this exchange 
is confined to the Egyptian rice crop only with Egyptian exports to the Sudanese market that do not exceed 3% 
of the total volume of Egyptian exports of the crop, amounting to 573 thousand tons. The study recommended 
the necessity of activating and encouraging common agricultural cooperation between the two countries in order 
to achieve food security in the items that the two countries depend on importing and of the most important items 
are wheat, corn, oils and sugar. This requires specializing agricultural lands in Sudan amounting to about 3.1 
million hectares and 1.7 million hectares to produce what is equivalent to import volume of the two countries of 
wheat and sugar crops respectively. This also requires allocation areas equivalent to about 8.86 thousand 
hectares and 1.4 million hectares to avoid Egypt’s import of sugar and oils, and this is in return Egypt's 
participation with its  technical expertise in this area in addition to the exploitation of its unemployed 
agricultural human energies in order to reduce spending on financing Egyptian imports of these goods referred 
to. 
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Introduction 
 
 Historical and geographical factors and human movement between Egypt and Sudan has contributed in 
establishing special relation between the two nations that was not found among other nations such as marriage 
relation between the two nations. It is noticed that most of Aswan’s people belong originally to Sudan. The 
Sudanese-Egyptian borders extend for about 1273 Km. Sudan is the southern strategic depth for Egypt, so the 
security and stability of Sudan represent part of the Egyptian national security. Hence, the importance of the 
Egyptian policy towards Sudan to maintain the unity and stability and cohesion of Sudan on one hand and to 
promote relations of integration between the two sides on the other hand is clear. The two countries are keen to 
strengthen and support relationships between them in various fields, and of the most important fields are 
economic relations, trade exchange, investment between the two countries, and water relations between the two 
countries. 
 
First: Economic relations between Egypt and Sudan:  
 
 Egypt was keen on strengthening integration relations with Sudan in all fields, especially in the economic 
field, which its importance has increased in the light of global financial crisis and global food crisis by signing a 
number of economic integration charters between the two countries and of the most important charters: 
  In 1974, the two presidents signed a protocol of political and economic integration to activate the relations 
between the two countries through joint efforts and material and human energies between them and in this 
context, the executive bodies in the two countries have been committed to adopt the foundations of projects 
aimed to achieve coordination and economic integration and the creation of devices and systems to ensure the 
provision of necessary technical and administrative capabilities to create projects that find their way into force. 
 On 10.12.1982 the two presidents signed charter for integration that aimed at supporting economic and 
financial relations with the aim of establishing a complete economic unit based on the strategy to be 
implemented gradually and according to a schedule that will ensure the coordination of monetary, financial, 
trade and economic policies between the two countries as a prelude to the unification of the two countries with 
practical arrangements aimed at the abolition of all restrictions, including tariffs that impede the free movement 
of persons, capital and profits, the free exchange of goods and national products, the freedom of residence, work 
,ownership, use and practices of economic activity and the freedom of transport and transit. The charter has 
selected three main organs based on the affairs of integration, namely, Integration Supreme Council, the Nile 
Valley Parliament, and Integration Fund. 
 The Integration Supreme Council is on the top of all authorities in practicing specialization established in 
accordance with the provisions of the Charter, and the issuance of decrees, regulations and directives for the 
implementation of the objectives of the Charter. The Integration Supreme Council has issued Resolution 21 of 
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1983 regarding the organization of trade and payment arrangements between Egypt and Sudan aimed at  
working on achieving the objectives of financial and economic integration between the two countries, including 
a number of facilities in the field of customs and administrative restrictions, in the field of trading camels, in the 
field of border trade and in the field of payment arrangements. 
 
The most important trade agreements between Egypt and Sudan are: 
 
1 - COMESA Agreement , which is currently in the framework of commercial transactions between the two 
countries . 
2 - Agreement to facilitate and develop trade exchange and its executive program for the establishment of a 
major Arab free trade zone. 
3 – A protocol for trade exchange between the two countries ( March 1993 ) which its most important items 
include that commercial transactions are done in payable free currencies and in the system of barter deals . 
4 - During November 2003 an agreement has been signed between the two sides whereby the Egyptian side 
imports of chilled Sudanese meat from Sudan. 
5 – An agreement to facilitate Sudanese camels’ trade between the two sides continuously. 
6 – An agreement on the establishment of a free zone in “Juba.” 
 
Second: Trade exchange and investments between Egypt and Sudan: 
 
 In recent years, the Egyptian-Sudanese relations have seen a marked recovery in investment and economic 
sides, and the increasing flow of business men between the two countries, has resulted in the increased in trade 
exchange and doubling the number of Egyptian companies in Sudan and vice versa. 
 The volume of trade exchange between the two countries has reached about 500 million dollars that tends to 
the interests of Egypt. Egyptian exports have also seen a rise in value, primarily rebar, metal furniture, food 
commodities, plastics manufactures, petroleum products, medicines and copper stuff. For the Egyptian imports 
from Sudan, they increased and focused on raw cotton, sesame and oilseeds. 
 Egyptian investments in Sudan have reached about 2.5 billion dollars after they did not exceed 82 million 
dollars at the end of December 2002 which means that they increased 30 times. Egypt occupies the third place 
among the most important investing Arab countries in Sudan while Sudan occupies the thirteenth place among 
the most important investing Arab countries in Egypt with a value of 197.2 million dollars. The percentage of 
Egyptian investments in Sudan differs in different fields as they have reached about 70.5% in industry, about 
28.4% in services and about 1.1 % in the agricultural sector. 
 
Third: Water relations between Egypt and Sudan: 
 
 Both Egypt and Sudan have been keen on water coordination between them, this has been reflected on the 
correlation between the two countries during the crisis of 2009 about the framework agreement of foundation 
and legal cooperation of Nile Basin Agreement to re-divide the water and to establish commission of Nile Basin 
countries prepared by upstream countries and Egypt refused to sign it according to the de4mand of preserving 
historical rights and legal privileges relevant to Egypt’s share and prior informing. 
Coordination between the two countries about the Nile water was not limited to taking common actions about 
this important source of water; it also included doing projects to preserve this source and developing it. One of 
the most important projects is "Joe Negli" Channel Project that 80% of it has been drilled and which its water 
returns are divided between Egypt and Sudan. The two presidents have pledged on 26/10/2009 on the formation 
of joint committees that confine all side problems that can arise from the use of "Joe Negli" channel and discuss 
possible solutions in the context of some partial changes that can affect the path of the channel before it starts 
working again in the resumption of drilling the 20% of the channel. 
 
Research Problem: 
 
 The environmental and international changes recently has contributed in affecting negatively the Sudanese 
and the Egyptian food security as the percentage of self-sufficiency of the most important items under study 
have been decreased during 2010. For Egypt, the percentage has been decreased to about15.94% for the grains 
group, about 4.5% for sugar group and about 0.77% for oils group. For Sudan, it has been decreased to about 
4.19% for grain group and about 12.87% for sugar group as the average of the period (2003-2007). 
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Study Objective: 
 
 The study aims at the possibility of activating economic integration between Egypt and Sudan for 
preserving the stability of food security in each of the two countries. 
 
Research method and data sources: 
 
 The study has relied on the descriptive analysis approach and the technique of percentages statistically to 
achieve its objective. It also depended on some electronic websites such as the Arab Organization for 
Agricultural Development in getting its data. 
 
The most important economic and social indicators for Egypt and Sudan: 
 
First: Economic and social indicators in Egypt: 
 
 For the most important social indicators as it is shown in table no. 1, the Egyptian Geographical area is 
about 100.2 million hectares while the agricultural area is about 3.7% of this area and the population has 
reached about 78.7 million people while the rural people are about 57.03% of population. Thus, the share of the 
Egyptian individual from the geographical area and the cultivated area has reached about 1.27 hectare and 0.05 
hectare respectively. It is clear from studying the cultivated area which is divided into permanent crops and 
seasonal crops the difference of the used irrigation system to rain irrigation and flood irrigation where the 
permanent crops are divided into rain irrigation which is about 115.2 thousand hectares and flood irrigation 
which is about 683.2 thousand hectares while seasonal crops are divided into rain irrigation by about 128.33 
thousand hectares and flood irrigation by about 2.4 thousand hectares. Finally, the amount of falling rains on 
Egypt has reached about 670.6 cubic millimeters falling on about 85.2% of the governorates of Egypt during 
2011, as illustrated in the table referred to previously. 
 
Table 1: The most important economic and social indicators for Egypt and Sudan during 2011. 

Sudan Egypt Indicator 
41.100 78.728 Total Population(million people) 
26.049 44.895 Total Rural Population(million people) 
250.0 100.16 Total Geographical Area(million hectare) 
21.027 3.671 Total Cultivated Area (million hectare) 
207.48 798.41 Area of Permanent Crops(thousand hectare) 
1.68 115.2 Rain Irrigation(thousand hectare) 

205.8 683.21 Flood Irrigation(thousand hectare) 
20110.02 2872.86 Area of Seasonal Crops(thousand hectare) 
18577.44 128.33 Total Abandoned Area(thousand hectare) 
1532.58 2744.53 Total Forests Area 
709.76 - Total Pasture Area 

64359.96 - Total Amount of Rain Falling(cubic millimeter) 
117180.0 - Total Labor Force(million people) 

3324.7 670.4 Total Agricultural Labor Force (million people) 
14.795 26.18 Pound Value Versus Dollar Value(Dollar/ Pound) 
6.51 6.728 Total Local Production(billion dollar) 

0.400 0.180 Total Agricultural Local Production 
72.5 218.4 Average Share of Individual of Total Local 

Production 
22754.0 29135.0 Average Share of Individual of Total Agricultural 

Local Production 
Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development volume (32). 
 
 While the most important economic indicators are represented in the value of the Egyptian Pound versus the 
American Dollar, it has reached about 0.181 dollar, the total local production has reached about 218.4 billion 
dollars, in which the total agricultural local production contributes by about 13.34%. The average share of 
individual of total local production and total agricultural local production has reached about 2774.02 dollars 
about 370.07 dollars, respectively. With regard to the Egyptian labor force, it has reached about 26.2 million 
people, representing about 33.3% of the total population, while the agricultural labor force has reached about 6.7 
million people, representing about 25.7% of total Egyptian labor force in 2011. 
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Second: Economic and social indicators in Sudan: 
 
 The most important social indicators as illustrated by table No. 1 are that the Sudanese geographical area 
has reached about 250 million hectare, the percentage of the cultivated area of this has reached about 8.4% and 
the total population and total rural population have reached 41.1 million people and 26.05 million people 
representing 57.03% of the total population. Therefore, the average share of the Egyptian individual from the 
geographical area and the cultivated area has reached about 6.23 hectares and 0.52 hectares respectively. It is 
obvious from studying the cultivated area that it is divided into permanent crops area reaching about 207.48 
thousand hectares, seasonal crops area reaching about 20.1 million hectares, forests area reaching about 64.4 
million hectares, pasture area reaching about 117.2 million hectares and finally the abandoned area reaching 
about 709.8 thousands hectares. It is also clear, the difference of the used irrigation system to rain irrigation and 
flood irrigation where the permanent crops are divided into rain irrigation which is about1.68 thousand hectares 
and flood irrigation which is about 205.8 thousand hectares while seasonal crops are divided into rain irrigation 
by about 18.6 million hectares and flood irrigation by about 1.5 million hectares. Finally, the amount of falling 
rains on Sudan has reached about 3.325 cubic millimeters falling on about 66.7% of the governorates of Sudan 
during 2011, as illustrated in the table referred to previously. While the most important economic indicators are 
represented in the value of the Sudanese Pound versus the American Dollar, it has reached about 0.400 dollar, 
the total local production has reached about 72.5 billion dollars, in which the total agricultural local production 
contributes by about 31.4%.%. The average share of individual of total local production and total agricultural 
local production has reached about 1764.45  dollars about 553.6 dollars, respectively. With regard to the 
Sudanese labor force and agricultural labor force, they have reached about 26.2 million people, representing 
about 33.3% of the total population, while the agricultural labor force has reached about 14.8 million people and 
6.5 million people, representing about 36% and 15.8 of total population in 2011. 
 
Relative Importance of Egypt and Sudan among Arab countries: 
 
 To study relative importance of Egypt and Sudan among Arab countries, it requires studying a number of 
indicators illustrated in table no (2) where it is clear that the Arab geographical area is about 1.406 billion 
hectares with population of about 360.88 billion people and Egypt occupies about 7.12% and about 21.82% 
while Sudan occupies about 17.78% and about 11.39% of the total geographical area and the total population, 
respectively. The total Arab agricultural area is about 68.508 million hectares representing about 4.87% of the 
geographical area. Egypt and Sudan occupy about 5.36% and about 30.69% of the cultivated area, respectively. 
 The table also declares that the total rural population in Arab countries has reached about 156.878 billion 
people representing about 32.2% of the total Arab population. Egypt and Sudan occupy bout 28.62  %and  
16.61% of the total rural population. Total Arab labor force and total agricultural Arab labor force reach about 
115.593 billion people and about 29.991 billion people. Egypt occupies about 22.65  %and  22.43% of these 
numbers while Sudan occupies about 12.8 % and %21.71, respectively. For the average share of individual from 
geographical area and agricultural area, this average has been decreased in Egypt by about 68.17% and about 
73.68 while this average has increased in Sudan by about 56.14% and decreased by about 21.05% in comparison 
with the average share of individual in all Arab countries which is about 3.9 hectares and 0.19 of geographical 
and agricultural area, respectively as it is illustrated in the table. By studying the total agricultural Arab area, it 
is clear that the permanent crops area has reached about 9.02 million hectares divided into 5.214 million 
hectares cultivated by rain and 3.799 million hectares cultivated by irrigation. Egypt contributes in them by 
about 2.21 %and 17.99% while Sudan contributes by about 0.03 %and 5.42% while the seasonal crops area has 
reached about 45.937 million hectares divided into  37.456 million hectares cultivated by rain and 8.482 million 
hectares cultivated by irrigation. Egypt and Sudan contribute by about 0.34 %, 32.63%, 43.78  % and 49.6% in 
the used irrigation system of cultivating permanent and seasonal crops respectively as it is illustrated in table 
No. 2. The total abandoned Arab areas, forests areas and pastures areas have reached about 13.559 million 
hectares, 94.873 million hectares and 493.905 million hectares. Sudan contributes in them by about 5.23%,   
67.84% and 23.73% respectively while Egypt has shortage in these areas. By studying the total local production 
and Arab agricultural total production, they have reached 2.0355 billion dollars, and about 125.344 billion 
dollars. Egypt and Sudan contribute in them by about 10.73%, 23.24% and about 3.65%, 18.15%, and finally the 
average share of individual in all of Egypt and Sudan is about 50.82% and 68.72% respectively, in comparison 
with the average share of individual of total local production in all Arab countries, amounting to about 5640.42 
dollars, while the average share of individual in all of Egypt and Sudan has reached about 6.55% and 59.4%, 
respectively, when it is compared with the average share of individual of agricultural production of all Arab 
countries, amounting to about 347.33 dollars as shown in Table (2). 
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Table 2: Relative importance of Egypt and Sudan among Arab Countries during 2011. 
Sudan% Egypt% All Arab Countries Indicator 

17.78 7.12 1406146.23 Total Geographical Area(thousand hectare) 
11.39 21.82 360880.3 Total Population(million people) 
30.69 5.36 68508.24 Total Cultivated Area ( thousand hectare) 
16.61 28.62 156878.42 Total Rural Population(million people) 
12.80 22.65 115592.83 Total Labor Force(million people) 
21.71 22.43 29991.39 Total Agricultural Labor Force (million people) 
156.14 ) 31.83( 3.9 The Individual Share of Geographical Area(hectare) 

 )78.95(  )26.32( 0.19 The Individual Share of Cultivated Area(hectare) 
2.3 8.86 9012.44 Total Area of Permanent Crops 

(thousand hectare) 
0.03 2.21 5213.75 Total Rain Irrigation Area (thousand hectare) 
5.42 17.99 3798.69 Total Flood Irrigation Area (thousand hectare) 

43.78 6.25 45937.22 Total Area of Seasonal Crops(thousand hectare) 
49.6 0.34 37455.71 Total Rain Irrigation Area (thousand hectare) 

18.07 32.36 8481.51 Total Flood Irrigation Area (thousand hectare) 
5.23 - 13558.58 Total Abandoned Area(thousand hectare) 

67.84 - 94872.54 Total Forests Area(thousand hectare) 
23.73 - 493904.72 Total Pastures Area (thousand hectare) 
3.65 10.73 2035515.0 Total Local Production(million dollar) 

18.15 23.24 125344.16 Total Agricultural Production(million dollar) 
31.28)( (49.18) 5640.42 Average Share of Individual of Local Production (dollar) 
159.4 106.55 347.33 Average Share of Individual of Agricultural Production(dollar) 

Source: counted and collected from the Statistical Yearbook of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development-volume (32). 
 
The most important commodity groups of the Arab countries as a whole: 
 
 The main commodity groups of grains are sugar crops group and oilseeds group and the total Arab area of 
grains group has reached about 33.838 million hectares, with a total amount of production amounted to 50.601 
million tons, wheat crop area of which wheat crop production occupy about 30.62% and  47.13%, and  barley 
crop area and barley crop production occupy about 18.95% and 12.76%, corn about 4.54% and 14.19%, 
sorghum about 43.13% and 13.83% and  rice about 9.3% and 1.63% respectively. 
 The total Arab area of sugar crops has reached about 0.457 million hectares with a total production of 
35.111 million tons and the production and area of sugar cane crop , occupy about  48.5%, and about 51.36%, 
while the production and area of sugar beet crop occupy about 66.32% and 33.68%, respectively. As for oilseed 
production, the total area has reached about 7.185 million hectares with total amount of production amounted to 
6.998 million tons, the area and production of peanut crop occupy about 17.7% and 12.26%, while the area and 
the production of sesame crop occupy about 19.92% and 5.94%, the area and the amount of production of 
sunflower crop have reached about 2.76% and 3.55%, the area and the amount of production of the olive crop 
have reached about 53.74% and63.3%, while the area and production of soybeans have amounted to about 
0.24% and 0.66%, and finally, the contribution of the produced amount of cotton seeds has reached about 
8.62%, respectively, and that of the total area and production of the Arab countries of grain crops group, sugar 
crops group and oilseeds group as it is illustrated in table 3. 
 
Table 3: The most important commodity groups of the Arab countries in 2011. 

% % Production(thousand ton) Area( thousand hectare) Arab Commodity Groups 
- - 50600.94 33838.4 Grain Crops 

47.13 30.62 2347.71 10360.32 Wheat 
12.76 18.95 6458.65 6413.77 Barley 
14.19 4.54 7181.33 1535.46 Corn 
13.83 43.13 6999.5 14593.22 Sorghum 
9.30 1.63 4706.62 550.61 Rice 

- - 35111.44 457.35 Sugar Crops 
66.32 48.50 23285.21 221.83 Sugar-cane 
33.68 51.36 11826.23 234.89 Sugar beet 

- - 6997.67 7184.99 Oilseed crops 
12.26 17.70 858.17 1271.96 Peanuts 
5.94 19.92 415.36 1431.31 Sesame 
3.55 2.76 248.58 198.39 Sunflower 

63.30 53.74 4429.56 3861.32 Olive 
0.66 0.24 46.49 17.38 Soybean 
8.62 - 603.11 - Cotton seeds 

Source: counted and collected from the Statistical Yearbook of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development-volume (32). 
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The most important commodity groups in Egypt and Sudan: 
 
 By studying the area and production of the most important commodity groups in both Egypt and Sudan in 
comparison with Arab countries, it is clear the contribution of each of them in the cultivated area of grain crops 
by about 8.52% and about 39.31%, sugar crops by about 64.84%, and about% 15.45, and oilseed crops by about 
4.79% and about 34.97%. 
 
Table 4: The most important commodity groups in Egypt and Sudan: 

Arab 
Commodity 
Group 

Egypt 
(Area million hectare- Production million ton) 

Sudan 
(Area million hectare- Production million ton) 

Area Arab 
Countries 
% 

Egypt 
% 

Production Arab 
Countries 
% 

Egypt 
% 

Area Arab 
Countries 
% 

Sudan 
% 

Production Arab 
Countries 
% 

Sudan 
% 

Grain crops 2.884 8.52 - 19.50 38.54 - 13.301 39.31 - 5.631 11.13 - 
Wheat 1.261 12.17 43.72 7.169 30.06 36.76 0.196 1.89 1.47 0.291 1.22 5.17 
Barley 0.040 0.62 1.37 0.119 1.85 0.61 - - - - - - 
Corn 0.825 53.72 28.60 6.099 84.93 31.28 0.036 2.35 0.27 0.044 0.61 0.78 
Sorghum 0.140 0.96 4.86 0.702 10.02 3.6 13.062 89.51 98.2 5.272 75.32 93.62 
Rice             
Sugar 
Crops 

0.297 64.84 - 23.549 67.07 - 0.071 15.45 - - 28.89 - 

Sugar-cane 0.135 60.65 45.37 15.709 67.46 66.71 0.071 31.84 100 6.728 28.89 100 
Sugar beet 0.162 68.96 54.63 7.84 66.3 33.29 - - - - - - 
Oilseed 
crops 

0.344 4.79 - 1.208 17.3 - 2.513 34.97 - 0.873 12.48 - 

Peanuts 0.067 5.25 19.38 0.203 23.65 16.8 1.152 90.54 45.83 0.549 63.97 62.87 
Sesame 0.038 2.67 11.11 0.047 11.38 3.91 1.273 88.94 50.66 0.248 59.71 28.4 
Sunflower 0.016 7.87 4.53 0.039 15.8 3.25 0.098 49.54 3.91 0.124 49.88 14.2 
Olive 0.046 1.20 13.44 0.499 11.27 41.32 - - -    
Soybean 0.015 87.63 4.42 0.043 93.22 3.59 - - -    
Cotton 
seeds 

- - - 0.187 31.08 15.52 - - - 0.046 7.65 5.28 

Grain crops 2.884 8.52 - 19.50 38.54 - 13.301 39.31 - 5.631 11.13 - 
Source: counted and collected from the Statistical Yearbook of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development-volume (32) and table 
No. 2. 
 
 With the production of grain crops amounted to about 38.54%, and about 11.13%, sugar crops by about 
67.07%, and about 28.89%, and oilseed crops by about 17.3%, and about 12.48% as shown in Table (4). 
 For Egypt, it is clear from studying the area and production of the mentioned crops that the area and 
production of the Egyptian wheat have reached about 43.72 %and 36.76%, followed in terms of importance by 
the area and production of corn by about 28.6 % and 31.28% of the total area and production of grains in Egypt. 
For sugar crops, the area and production of sugar- cane crop have reached about 45.37%and 66.71 % while the 
area and production of sugar-beet have reached about 54.63 %   and 33.29% of the total area and production of 
sugar crops in Egypt. It is clear from studying the area and production of oilseeds in Egypt its increase in peanut 
by about 19.38 %and 16.8 %, olive by about 13.44 and %41.32% and sesame by about 11.11 % and 3.91% of 
the total area and production of oilseeds in Egypt. 
 For Sudan, it is clear that cultivating sorghum has occupied the biggest share of the area and production of 
grains in Sudan by about 98.2 % and 93.62%. For sugar crops, it is clear the wide dependence on cultivating 
sugar-cane by 100% of the area and production of sugar crops. By studying oilseeds crops it is clear that their 
area and production increase in peanut by about 45.83 %and 62.87% followed by sesame with about 50.66 %
and 28.4%, then by sunflower with about 3.91  % and 14.2% of the total area and production of oilseeds in 
Sudan. On the other hand, the produced amounts of cotton seeds in Egypt and Sudan have reached about15.52% 
and 5.28% of the total production of oil seeds crops in them respectively as it is illustrated in table No. 4. 
 
Volume of trade of Egypt and Sudan of the total Arab trade: 
 
 Studying the Arab trade declares that its total value has reached about 1543.3 billion dollars and the Arab 
exports and imports represent about   46.8  % and 53.2% of this value. The total value of Arab imports has 
reached about 722.9 billion dollars of which food and agricultural imports represent about 10.7% and 8.9%. The 
total value of Arab exports has reached about 820.4 billion dollars of which food and agricultural imports 
represent about 3.1 %and 2.5 during 2011%. Studying the Arab trade of the most important commodity groups 
to which the study has referred before which are represented in grain, flour, raw sugar, oilseeds and plant oils 
has shown that the amount and value of the Arab imports of these commodity groups have reached about 67.5 
million tons, 23.4 billion dollars, about 10.2 million tons, 6.1 billion dollars, about 4.1 million tons and 5 billion 
dollars while the amount and value of the Arab exports of these commodity groups have reached about 1.5 
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million tons, 0. 836 billion dollars, about 1.7 million tons, 1.3 billion dollars, about 0.630 million tons, 0. 343 
billion dollars, and about 1.4 million tons of  1.7 billion dollars for each of them, respectively, as it is indicated 
by the previous table. The amount of Egypt and Sudan’s imports from these groups represents about 25.2%, 
3.7%, 12.3%, 6.8%, 19.9%, 0.2%, 16.1% and 0.9%, while the value of imports of Egypt and Sudan from these 
groups represents about 23.2%, 3.1%, 8.6 %, 0.4%, 29.6%, 0.03%, 21.5% and 0.3%. 
 
Table 5: Arab trade of the most important commodity groups Amount: million ton Value: billion dollar. 

Commodity 
Groups 

Amount 
of Arab 
Imports 

Contribution % Value 
of Arab 
Imports 

Contribution % Amount 
of Arab 
Exports 
Sudan 

Contribution % Value 
of Arab 
Imports 

 Contribution % 
Egypt Sudan Egypt Sudan Egypt Sudan  Egypt Sudan 

Grain & 
Flour 

67.510 25.2 3.7 23.382 23.2 3.1 1.536 514. 0.6 0.836 9.5 0.01 

Raw Sugar 10.249 12.3 6.8 6.085 8.6 0.4 1.732 17.3 0.8 1.333 19.5 0.07 
Oil seeds 6.084 19.9 0.2 3.596 29.6 0.03 0.630 61.1 5.6 0.343 0.5 15.8 
Plant Oils 4.069 16.1 0.9 5.020 21.5 0.3 1.429 8.5 0.4 1.653 15.3 0.01 

Source: counted and collected from the Statistical Yearbook of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development-volume (32) 
 
 As for exports of Egypt and Sudan from mentioned commodity groups, the contribution of each of them in 
the exported amount has been shown by about 14.5%, 0.6%, 17.3%, 0.8%, 61.1%, 5.7%, 8.49% and 0.4%, and 
also the contribution of each of them in value about 9.5%, 0.01%, 19.5%, 0.1%, 0.5%, 15.8%, 15.3% and 0.01% 
and that of the total amount and value of Arab exports in 2011, as it is illustrated in table (5). 
 
Trade of Egypt and Sudan of the most important commodity groups: 
 
 This demands studying the imports and exports of Egypt and Sudan of the mentioned commodity groups. 
For imports, the amount and value of Egypt and Sudan’s imports from grain and flour amounted to about 17 
million tons, 5.4 billion dollars, and about 2.5 million tons 0. 725 billion dollars in 2011 , respectively. As for 
Egypt, wheat imports occupy the  first place by about 57.64 % of the amount , and about 58.7 % of the value of 
imports , followed by corn by about 40.3 % of the amount , and about 36.9 % of the value . As for Sudan it has 
been shown that wheat imports dominate the largest share of about 95.7 % of the amount, and about 99.9 % of 
value. As for imports of oilseeds, they have reached about 1.2 million tons, 1.1 billion dollars, and about 11.2 
thousand tons, 1.01 million dollars for each of Egypt and Sudan, respectively. It has been shown that soybean 
occupies the largest share of these imports in both Egypt and Sudan at about 92.3 % and 86.2 % of the amount, 
and about 87.7 % and 0.98% of the value of each, respectively. The imports of plant oils amounted to about 
654.5 thousand tons, 1.1 million dollars, and about 36.5 thousand tons, 35.6 million dollars for each of Egypt 
and Sudan, respectively. It was found that imports of soybean oil and sunflower oil occupy the largest share in 
Egypt of about 53.5% and 40.1% of the amount, and about 49.1% and 44.3% of the value, respectively while in 
Sudan all of the imports of oil sunflower and Almargan oil occupy the largest share of about 46.6% and 26.6% 
of the amount, and about 47.9% and 0.27% of the value of each of them, respectively, and that of the total 
imports of Egypt and Sudan of plant oils of the total imports of Egypt and Sudan of grain, flour, oilseeds and 
plant oils during 2011. 
 For the exports of Egypt and Sudan from these commodity groups, the amount and value of grain and flour 
have reached about 222 thousand tons, 79.1 million dollars , and about 9.3 thousand tons,  0.22 million dollars 
each , respectively. Exports of wheat flour and rice occupy the largest share in Egypt by about 50.9 % and 19.3 
% of the amount , and about 62.8 % and 21.5% of the value of each , respectively while in Sudan sorghum 
exports occupy the largest share of these exports estimated at about  95.5 % for both amount and value . As for 
exports of Egypt and Sudan from oilseeds, the amount and value of exports have reached about 35.4 thousand 
tons, 54. 2 million and about 384.8 thousand tons, 1.7 million dollars for each, respectively. Peanut exports 
occupy the largest share in Egypt by about 85.4 % of the amount and 88.7 % of the value , while sesame exports 
occupy the largest share in Sudan by about 98.9 % of the amount and 86.7% of the value . As for the exports of 
plant oils, they amounted to about 121.4 thousand tons, 252.8 million dollars, and about 5.5 thousand tons,  0.24 
million dollars in each of Egypt and Sudan , respectively. Exports of soybean oil in Egypt is leading by about 
20.6 % of the amount and 14.6 % of the value , while in Sudan peanut oil occupies the largest share of these 
exports by about 87.5 % for both amount and value and that of the total amount and value of exports of Egypt 
and Sudan of the most important commodity groups represented in grain, flour , oilseeds and plant oils during 
2011. Finally, studying Egyptian and Sudanese imports and exports of raw sugar shows that the total Arab 
imports of sugar amounted to about 10.2 million tons with a total value of imports amounted to about 6.1 billion 
dollars of which Egyptian imports occupy about 12.3% and 14.4%, while the Sudanese occupy about 6.8% and 
0.4%, while the total Arab exports of raw sugar amounted to about 1.7 million tons, with a total value of exports 
amounted to about 1.3 billion dollars of which Egyptian exports occupy about 17.3% and 19.4%, while 



193 
Middle East J. Agric. Res., 3(4): 186-195, 2013 

Sudanese exports occupy about 19.4% and 0.1% and that of the total amount and value of Arab imports and 
exports respectively during 2011. 
 
The most important foreign trade markets for commodities under study in Egypt and Sudan: 
 
 To study the most important foreign markets for Egyptian and Sudanese trade, it requires collecting the 
most important imported and exported commodities for both Egypt and Sudan, according to the results of the 
study of foreign trade of the main commodity groups for each of Egypt and Sudan, as shown in Table (6). The 
table shows that the most important Egyptian exports can be counted in each of wheat flour , rice , raw sugar , 
peanut seeds , sesame seeds , sunflower seeds and soybean seeds , while Egyptian imports can be identified in 
each of wheat , corn , raw sugar , soybean seeds and sunflower oil. The most important Sudanese exports are 
represented in raw sugar and sesame seeds. As it turns out that the most important imports in Sudan are 
represented in each of wheat, raw sugar and soybean seeds, so as shown in Table (6) the study was based in 
examining the Egyptian and Sudanese exports and imports on matrix of foreign trade of the website of the 
United Nations in 2011 for commodities referred to previously as follows:  
 
First: the study of Egyptian agricultural imports and exports:  
 
 Studying Egyptian exports  declares that exports of wheat flour has reached about 112.884 thousand  tons 
and the total export price  has reached about 442 U.S. dollars per ton , and the Somali and Eritrean markets are  
considered the main importers of Egyptian wheat flour by about 45% and at a price of 400.6 dollars / ton , and 
about 27.4 % at a price of 496 dollars / ton.  Although Egyptian rice is considered of the most important export 
crops for Egypt , its exports did not exceed about 573 thousand tons at an average price of about 638 dollars per 
ton , and the main importing markets for Egyptian rice are limited in all of Libya , Syria , Turkey , Belgium , 
and Sudan by exports amounted to about 27.9 % , 18.8 %, 10% , 8.4% and 0.3 % of the total exported amount, 
and the export price was about 1030, 637 , 671, 274 and 498 dollars per ton , respectively, for each of them . 
 
Table 6: Egypt and Sudan’s exports of commodities: 

Commodity The most important exports of commodity groups 
Amount: thousand ton 

The most important exports of commodity groups 
Amount: thousand ton 

Egypt Sudan Egypt Sudan 
Amount Dollar/ton Amount Dollar/ton Amount Dollar/ton Amount Dollar/ton 

Wheat 4890 336   9927 220 1619 382 
Wheat Flour 112.884 442       

Corn     22.381 108   
Rice 573 638       

Raw Sugar 4751 860 42000 807 1144 701 45723.8 2231 
Peanut seeds 30.974 1619       
Sesame seeds   102.6 1319     

Soybean 
seeds 

2.739 765   496 1400 6990 709 

Sunflower oil     109 2553   
Source: the Statistical Yearbook of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development-volume (32). 
 
 As for Egypt's exports of peanut seeds, the total exported amount has reached about 30.974 thousand tons at 
an average price of about 1619 dollars per ton , and the main importing countries were Syria and Italy, by about 
35% and 16 % , respectively, and the price of a ton has reached about 1200 and 2567 dollars respectively . As 
for Egypt's exports of soybean oil, they amounted to about 2,739 thousand tons and the price per ton has reached 
about 765 dollars and the main importing countries were Lebanon , Libya and Palestine by about 34.3 % , 48.5 
% and 0.14 % of the total exports and the average export price per ton has reached about 1036, 654 and 542 
dollars , respectively . The total exported amount of Egyptian raw sugar amounted to about 4751 thousand tons 
at a price of about  860 dollars per ton and the most important markets were  Kenya and Libya by 90 % and 
10%, respectively, and the export price per ton  has reached about 862 and 852 for each, respectively. 
 As shown by the study of Egyptian imports, the amount of Egyptian imports of wheat crop amounted to 
about 9.927 million tons. Russia, France, the United States of America, Ukraine and Australia are the most 
important export markets for Egypt by about 32.9%, 26.9%, 13.8%, 6.1% and  5.9 %, respectively, with the 
price of about  220 dollars per ton for each of Russia, France, Ukraine, Australia while the import price of ton 
has reached about 233 dollars. As for Egypt's imports of corn crop , the total Egyptian imports have reached 
about 22.381 thousand tons at an average price of about  108 dollars per ton , and all of Ukraine , Spain, South 
Africa and the United States are considered the most important exporting countries to Egypt by imports 
amounted to about 41% , 27.5 % , 16.4 % and 4.9% of Egypt's total imports of corn, while the import price has 
reached about 143, 5.7, 0.215 and 200 dollars per ton, for each respectively. The total imported amount of 
soybean seeds amounted to about 496 thousand tons, and the average import price has reached about  1400 
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dollars per ton , and Egyptian imports are concentrated in each of the markets of America by about 65 % , 
Argentina by 29% and Canada by about 4.4% at import prices amounted to about 1341 dollars / ton , 1670.4 
dollars / ton and 673 dollars / ton for each market respectively during 2011. For the Egyptian imports of 
sunflower oil, the Egyptian imports of it have reached about 109 thousand tons at an average price of about 
2553 dollars per ton, and the most important export markets for Egypt were Ukraine by about 76.6% and the 
export price of 2199 dollars/ ton, then Turkey by about 13.8% and the export price of 3822 dollars / ton, then 
France by about 4.2% and the export price of 3936 dollars / ton. Egypt imports about 1144 tons of raw sugar at a 
price of 701 dollars per ton, and the most important exporting countries to  Egypt are Brazil and Germany, by 
about 87.5% and 6.4%, respectively, at a price of 691 and 765 dollars per ton, respectively. 
 
Second, the study of Sudanese agricultural imports and exports: 
 
 Studying the most important exports of Sudan which are represented in raw sugar and sesame shows that 
the total exported amount of raw sugar has reached about 42 thousand tons, at a price amounted to about 807 
dollars / ton and this amount is exported to the markets of Poland and Romania equally at export price reached 
about 818 and 795 dollars / ton each, respectively. While Sudanese imports are confined to wheat, raw sugar and 
soybean seeds. 
 Studying imports of Sudan from soybean seeds declares that the amount of imports has reached about 6.99 
thousand tons at an average price per ton of about 709 dollars, and the most important exporting markets for 
Sudan was Italian market, the Indian market and the South African market by percentages exports amounted to 
about 32.6%, 30.5% and 17.5% , as import prices reached about 734 dollars per ton, 458 dollars / ton and 696 
dollars / ton for each market respectively. As for imports of Sudan of raw sugar, the amount of imports of the 
commodity has reached about 45.723 thousand tons at a price of about 2231 dollars per ton which are imported 
from India and Brazil by about 71% and 14.7%, respectively, at a price of 2712 and 794 dollars per ton, 
respectively. 
 
The most important results and recommendations: 
 
 In light of the above as the most important results of the study can be summarized in the following: 
- Studying foreign trade of the most important commodity groups for each of Egypt and Sudan declares that 
Egyptian exports can be identified in wheat flour, rice, raw sugar, peanut seeds, sesame seeds and soybean 
seeds, while Egyptian imports are confined to wheat, corn, raw sugar, soybean seeds and sunflower oil.  Raw 
sugar and sesame seeds are the most important Sudanese exports while wheat, raw sugar and soybean seeds are 
the most important Sudanese imports. 
- It turns out  the low Egyptian exports of rice , which was one of the most important strategic exported crops for 
Egypt that contributes in increasing foreign currency ( dollar ) for the country that is due to the decline in 
Egyptian agricultural areas directed to cultivate rice because of the water crisis Egypt and most Arab countries 
suffer. 
- The low volume of trade exchange between the two countries in the most important goods referred as the study 
show that the volume of this exchange is limited to only the Egyptian rice crop by Egyptian exports to the 
Sudanese market that do not exceed 3 % of the total volume of Egyptian exports of the crop , amounting to 573 
thousand tons . 
- Low self-sufficiency ratio of the most important strategic commodities for each of the two countries. For 
Egypt this ratio drops to reach in each of wheat, corn, oil and sugar about 70%, 46.5%, 45.9% and 24.2% in 
each, respectively. While in Sudan, this ratio declines in each of wheat and sugar for about 10.7% and  50.4%, 
which results in the direction of each of the two countries to import from abroad so as to meet the requirements 
of their people. 
 The most important recommendations of the study in light of the results are represented in the need to 
activate and encourage agricultural cooperation between the two countries in order to achieve food security in 
the commodities that both countries depend on importing them from abroad, costing both countries burdens on 
the budget of the two countries. 
 One of the studies has declared that Sudan has large agricultural potentials and if  they are exploited, they  
can provide large amount of food , but it needs to activate the role of the joint Arab work in Sudan in order to 
provide the largest amount of the necessary food products for the Arab countries in general and Egypt and 
Sudan , in particular. Thus, the value of the payments can be reduced from the Arab food import bill . This 
requires to urge Sudan to present the initiative to ensure the allocation of a certain percentage of land suitable 
for agriculture as an alternative to imports of Egyptian and Sudanese goods and agricultural products imported 
from abroad , which amounted to about 9.8 million tons of wheat, 6.9 million tons of corn, 1.2 million tons of 
raw sugar and  0. 966 million tons of Oils for Egypt, while it reached about 2.4 million tons of wheat and 0. 641 
million tons of sugar for Sudan , and it requires the allocation of agricultural areas of Sudan about 3.1 million 
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hectares and 1.7 million hectares for the production of equivalent size to what  the two import from wheat and 
sugar, respectively , as this allocation also requires  areas equivalent to about 8.86 thousand hectares and 1.4 
million hectares to avoid Egypt import from sugar and oils  in return for Egypt's participation of technical 
expertise in this field in addition to the exploitation of its unemployed agricultural human energies in order to 
reduce spending on the financing Egyptian imports from abroad. 
 
Summary: 
 
 The study aims at the possibility of activating economic integration between Egypt and Sudan for 
preserving the stability of food security in each of the two countries. To reach the aimed objective, it requires 
the study of both social and economic indicators for Egypt and Sudan, the importance of Egypt and Sudan 
among Arab countries, the most important Arab commodity groups and most important commodity groups in 
Egypt and Sudan, the volume of trade of Egypt and Sudan of the total Arab trade, trade of Egypt and Sudan of 
the most important commodity groups and the most important foreign trade markets for goods under study in 
both Egypt and Sudan. The study relied in getting the data on some electronic websites , and the most important 
results of the study are represented in the decline in the volume of trade exchange between the two countries in 
the most important goods referred to where the study found that the volume of this exchange is limited to 
Egyptian rice crop only by Egyptian exports to the Sudanese market that do not exceed 3 % of the total volume 
of Egyptian exports of the crop , amounting to 573 thousand tons . The study recommended the need to activate 
and encourage agricultural cooperation between the two countries in order to achieve food security in the 
commodities that both countries depend on import them from abroad, most notably wheat , corn , oils and  sugar 
. This requires the allocation of agricultural areas of Sudan of about 3.1 million hectares and 1.7 million hectares 
for the production of equivalent size to what the two import of wheat and sugar , respectively , and also requires 
the allocation of areas equivalent to about 8.86 thousand hectares and 1.4 million hectares to avoid the import of 
Egypt from sugar and oils in return for Egypt's participation of  technical expertise in this area in addition to the 
exploitation of its unemployed agricultural human energies in order to reduce spending on financing Egyptian 
imports of those commodities referred to. 
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