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ABSTRACT 

The issue of development, in general, and rural development, in particular, is one of the most 
important issues of concern to many scientists and researchers, among them are sociologists, 
economists and politicians. The study aims at identifying some of the environmental and living 
problems that are prevalent in the Egyptian countryside and facing rural development. The study 
relied on the descriptive and statistical analysis of the data collected by a questionnaire form collected 
from seven villages in Al Ayat center at Giza Governorate. Through distributing 350 questionnaires 
over these villages, the social measurement questions include the project's ability to alleviate the 
problem of female circumcision and separation of barns from the place of housing, drinking water, 
sanitation and health housing. This is in addition to the opening of a number of literacy classes to free 
rural women from the problem of illiteracy. Through, the analysis of the results of the data from the 
questionnaire forms for the project (2), it is shown that the illiteracy rate among wives is 43.7%, while 
the illiteracy rate is 29.5%. About 75.8% of the sample respondents said that there were domestic 
visits by female leaders and councilors to housewives in the home to raise healthy, social and 
nutritional awareness of mothers and children.  The number of visits ranged from lower and higher to 
about (4 - 33), respectively. The percentage of those who benefited from these visits amounted to 
about 84.7% of the sample. Through asking the study sample about the house type and 
appropriateness concerning the health aspect, about 34.5% of the respondents said that their homes 
are mud bricks, which were inhabited by the majority of the farmers until recently. Besides, about 
58.6% of their dwellings are modern and the house is suitable for housing. This asserts the 
expropriation of agricultural lands through building. About 64.4% of the sample reported that the sun 
enters their houses and their houses enjoy good ventilation. It turned out that about 40.2% of these 
houses have a livestock or poultry barn at home and by applying Chi-Square  test, it has been shown 
that there is a relationship between the presence of the barn in the house and the educational status. 
Besides, about 73.5% of the sample confirmed that water is good for drinking and 14.9% asserted that 
it is not good for drinking. It was also found that about 64.3% of the sample members asserted that 
their homes and sewage networks do not reach them and they discharge it through ground tank. Most 
of the time it threatens them with all kinds of diseases. Moreover, the percentage of those bathing in 
the canals is only 5.7%. Through using Chi-Square  analysis, it is found that there is a relationship 
between the educational situation and bathing in the canal. Besides, when asking mothers about 
whether they advise their children not to bathe in the canal, 63.2% answered yes. As for the question 
of the circumcision of their daughters, about 55.2% responded with no, about 36.7% said yes, and 
about 8% did not mention the answer. This indicates that efforts to educate the citizens began to bear 
fruit. Through using Chi-Square  analysis, it has been shown that there is a relationship between the 
educational situation and female circumcision as the learner is more responsive and understanding of 
awareness' campaigns Finally, the study suggests some proposals to address the difficulties faced by 
the Egyptian farmer. 
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Introduction 

The issue of development, in general, and rural development, in particular, is one of the most 
important issues of concern to many scientists and researchers, among them are sociologists, 
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economists and politicians. This issue is not only the interest of scientists, but also of the government 
officials, decision-makers and peoples. Great efforts are being made by Egypt to achieve rural 
development, but societal problems in the Egyptian countryside are still far from acceptable. This is 
evidenced by the inability of basic services such as educational and health services to play their role in 
the face of the population problem, which is exacerbated year after year. 

Additionally, the Social Fund for Development, established by Republican Decree No. 40 of 
1991 as a social and economic safety net, contributes to the fight against unemployment and poverty 
alleviation, improves living standards and accelerates overall economic and social development. The 
Social Fund was entrusted with supporting small and micro enterprises and providing a complete 
package of financial and non-financial services to them and in coordination with all parties involved 
in these projects in order to adopt the policies and legislations necessary for their development under 
the Small Enterprise Development Law No. 141 of 2004. Besides, Decision No. 947 of 2017 was 
issued by The Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor. It works through regional offices covering all 
the governorates of the Republic and the cornerstone of the comprehensive and sustainable 
development system that politically, socially, economically, and culturally promote and develop the 
rural society by developing local capacities and human capacities to improve rural society.  
 
Problem of the study 

There are great challenges facing development in the third world countries, including Egypt, 
and it is also clear that there are great challenges facing development within Egypt in matching rural 
and urban development in rural Egypt is worse if compared to urban problems and dilemmas. The 
challenges at the local level are the vast difference between the elements of life in the countryside and 
the elements of life in the city, especially the environmental and living conditions along with the 
continued motives of migration towards the city, where jobs, amenities, services and the dazzling 
aspects of the villagers that attract them towards the city. 
 
Objective of the study 

The study aims at identifying some of the environmental and living problems that are prevalent 
in the Egyptian countryside as well as facing rural development processes. 
 
Methodology and data sources of the study 

The study was based on a descriptive and statistical analysis of the data collected by a 
questionnaire collected from seven villages in Al-Ayat center in Giza governorate, namely Kafr 
Kassem, Nasiriyah, Baidaf, Bursht, Kafr El-Dabaa and Tahma. Moreover, 350 questionnaires are 
distributed on these villages concerning the project of the operation of girls in the initiative of 
maternal and child health care in some rural villages in the center and city of Ayyat, in addition to the 
data of the SME, in addition to the data and information available in some websites. 
 
Results 

This study was conducted on some rural villages in Al-Ayyat center and Giza governorate by 
selecting a sample of 350 rural women of childbearing age in the age group 15-49 years. Besides, the 
study was conducted in 2016. 

Table (1) shows the social ability of the project to alleviate the problem of female circumcision 
and separation of barns from the place of housing, drinking water, sanitation and health housing. This 
is in addition to the opening of a number of literacy classes to free rural women from the problem of 
illiteracy. 

Through analyzing the results of the data from the questionnaire forms of the project, the results 
were as follows: 
 
Educational status  

Table (2) shows that the percentage of illiteracy in wives was about 43.7%, while the 
percentage of wives with an middle qualification was about 40.2%. The percentage of those who have 
high qualifications are about 15%. As for wives, the percentage of illiteracy was about 29.5%. The 
percentage of those who have middle qualifications are about 44.2% and the high qualifications are 
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about 20%.  The percentage of those who have a national number of the sample size is about 97.7%, 
while the percentage of those who have a national number of the sample size is about 97.7%. 
 
Table 1: Number of Population in Rural Villages selected for Study in the Center and City of Al-Ayat 

in 2016 
No Village Population % 
1 Bursht 32.000 29.7 
2 Nasiriyah 20.400 18.92 
3 Tahma 20.010 18.6 
4 Baidaf 14.855 13.78 
5 Kafr El - Dabaa 9.350 8.68 
6 Almosanda 8.489 7.88 
7 Kafr Qasim 2.670 2.48 

Total  107.774 100 
Source: Unpublished statistical report on population census in various villages in the center and city of Ayat - Giza 
Governorate 2015. 

 
Table 2: Educational status of the wife and husband in the research sample 

Wife % Husband % Level of education 
43.7 29.5 Illiteracy 
40.2 44.2 Middle Education 
15 20 High Education  
1 6.3 Not mentioned 

Source: Research questionnaire forms 

 
Home visits to rural leaders and councilors 

SMEED has played a prominent and effective role in financing the training of a large number of 
rural women leaders and councilors who have had a great impact on raising awareness of the villagers 
in the study. They educated housewives healthily, economically and socially. About 75.8% of the 
women of the study sample that there are home visits made by women leaders and councilors to 
housewives to healthily, economically and socially educate mothers and help children. The number of 
visits was between the lowest and highest levels (about 15-33) respectively. The percentage of those 
who benefited from these visits reached about 84.7% of the sample. 
 
Housing type 

Through asking the study sample about the house type and appropriateness concerning the 
health aspect, about 34.5% of the respondents said that their homes are mud bricks, which were 
inhabited by the majority of the farmers until recently. Besides, about 58.6% of their dwellings are 
modern and the house is suitable for housing. This asserts the expropriation of agricultural lands 
through building. About 64.4% of the sample reported that the sun enters their houses and their 
houses enjoy good ventilation. The bedrooms ranged between only one room by about 37.9% and two 
rooms representing about 42.5% of the sample and about 10.3% of them have three bedrooms. 
Through using Chi-Square  Analysis, it becomes evident that there is a relationship between the 
income and the number of rooms of the dwelling as it turned out that about 40.2% of these houses 
have a livestock or poultry barn at home and by applying Chi-Square  test, it has been shown that 
there is a relationship between the presence of the barn in the house and the educational status. 

 
Table 3: Type of accommodation 

% Statement 
58.6 Appropriate 
34.5 Inappropriate 
6.9 Not mentioned 

Source: Counted from questionnaire forms for the sample of the study. 

 
Drinking water 

When asked the study sample about drinking water in their houses and whether it is safe to 
drink or not, about 73.5% asserted that water is safe for drinking and about 14.9% is not valid and the 



Middle East J. Agric. Res., 8(3): 868-872, 2019 
ISSN: 2077-4605 

871 

rest of the sample did not answer. Besides, about 70.1% of the respondents said that the tap is the 
means of obtaining water. Besides, about 6.2% said that they obtained water through the water pump 
and about 17.2% through other ways. 
Table 4: Means of Obtaining Drinking Water 

Statement % 
Tap 70.1 

Pumps 6.9 
Other 17.2 

Not mentioned 5.8 
Source: Calculated from questionnaire forms for the study sample 

 
Means of Drainage 

Through asking the study sample about the means of drainage in their houses because it is 
known that drainage water helps to spread infection through many diseases. This is shown in (Table 
5). Besides, the cost of this drain is high and causes health and financial problems or through a 
vehicle. 
 
Table 5: Means of Drainage 

% Statement 
32.2 Sanitary drainage 
44.8 Ground Tank 
23 Wrecker 

Source: Counted from questionnaire forms for the sample of the study. 

 
Bathing in the Canal 

Bathing in the canals is one of the most important problems facing the Egyptian countryside 
because it causes bilharzia infection that consequently has a significant impact on the liver injury with 
serious complications such as liver failure and C virus infection if not treated at the very beginning. 
The State has devoted its efforts to fight and eliminate the snails carrying the disease in the canal 
waters. 

 
Table 6 :Children's Bathing in the Canal 

% Statement 
5.7 Bathe in the Canal 

87.4 Do not bathe in the canal 
6.9 Not mentioned 

Source: Counted from questionnaire forms for the sample of the study. 

 
It is clear from Table (6) that the efforts of the State in raising awareness of the danger of 

bathing in the canals have been successful. The percentage of those who do not take a bath in the 
canals is about 87.4%. The percentage of those bathing in the canals is only 5.7%. Through using Chi-
Square analysis, it is found that there is a relationship between the educational situation and bathing in 
the canal. Moreover, when asking mothers about whether they advise their children not to bathe in the 
canal, 63.2% answered yes. 
 
Female Circumcision 

The State carries out awareness' campaigns and guidelines to inform citizens of the seriousness 
of female circumcision, which is widespread in the rural areas of Egypt and the region and is shared in 
this campaign by various religious and medical institutions. 

As for the question of the circumcision of their daughters, about 55.2% responded with no, 
about 36.7% said yes, and about 8% did not mention the answer. This indicates that efforts to educate 
the citizens began to bear fruit. Through using Chi-Square analysis, it has been shown that there is a 
relationship between the educational situation and female circumcision as the learner is more 
responsive and understanding of awareness' campaigns. 

Some proposals to address the difficulties faced by the Egyptian farmer: 
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- Expanding the infrastructure projects, in particular, the strengthening of electricity networks, 
drinking water networks, road networks, agricultural drainage, sanitation and others within the 
framework of available funds. 

- Expanding the establishment of schools, educational institutions, regional universities, institutes and 
associated services. 

- Expanding the field of social welfare, health insurance and subsistence for the poor and destitute 
peasants and workers. 

- Strengthening the authority of the local administration and expanding the circle of participation in 
councils and committees as well as supporting associations of civil activity. 

- Expanding the establishment of radio and television stations as well as receiving networks and 
expanding the establishment of communication systems to help overcome the barriers and distances 
and shorten the time along with making the world view from one corner of a country house or a 
coffee shop and the mobile become available to all. 
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